Development of the 'Euro Rota' in A & E.
This paper outlines the basis for and terms of the European Working Time Directive, and its implementation in the Accident and Emergency (A & E) department of a UK hospital. The author describes how the directive was applied to the existing requirements of staffing the A & E department, including reaching a majority agreement on shift times. The new A & E staffing rota was implemented on 14 May 1997, and initial evaluation, after 6 weeks' running, is given.